
Addendum to Revelation Chapter 2 
 

Special Lessons for Today 
 
As we complete the letter to the fourth of the seven churches, it is worth pausing again and pointing to just a few 
of the many lessons there are here for the modern church and individual members of the church. 
 
First, Believers must take the way of the cross.  Against a modern theology that seems so often to emphasize 
a Christian's prosperity, or health or wealth or simply good feelings, we have learned much of the need for a 
theology of the cross, one that seeks to imitate Christ who died for his people.  The call for patient endurance and 
hard work as witnesses for Christ, the reminder of some who have already died for the faith and others who may 
yet give their lives for the faith, all serve to remind us of the cost of true discipleship.  To what extent does our 'first 
love' for Yeshua drive us forward as individuals or as a gathered church community? Are we prepared to let our 
lamp' shine in witness for Christ to the extent that we may find ourselves persecuted? 
 
Secondly, compromise with our society is unacceptable.  These letters have also drawn our attention to the 
devastating effect of false teaching.  The churches then, as today, were especially vulnerable to teaching which led 
to a compromise with the pagan society around.  Such compromise would allow Believers to be better thought of by 
their neighbors and would probably reduce their isolation and even prevent some of the persecution they might 
otherwise have expected.  The need to be on guard against such syncretistic theology or theology that is greatly 
influenced by the world's values is vital for the church of all generations.  In the modern age, we can see how 
society easily influences Christian attitudes to sexual ethics, to marriage, to the roles of women and men, and so 
on.  It is perhaps especially ironic that the western church is particularly influenced by a society which denies 
absolutes.  With this denial goes a condemnation of anyone who thinks that there may be judgment for those who 
do not follow the one way God has given us for approaching him - through Yeshua Christ our Saviour.  How often 
do we hear church leaders denying final judgment or preaching what we call 'universalism', that is, that all will 
eventually be saved.  Such teaching denies entirely the warnings of this passage and the awesome and sometimes 
frightening teaching of this book.  Can we actually see the ways in which we may be drawn away from the truth? 
Can we recognise any false teachers in our own churches? In Pergamum we are shown the need for disciplinary 
action to be taken against false teachers.  There is a great need for this to be taken seriously once again, not in 
terms of a 'witch hunt', but always with a view to bringing the false teacher back to the truth and the ways of 
Christ. 
 
Thirdly, true Christian riches often belie appearances.  When we looked at the church of Smyrna we saw 
that the church was called 'rich'.  They were spiritually rich in spite of their outward appearances.  Do we regard 
ourselves in this light in spite of the problems we may face in life? 
 
Finally, we must heed the call to 'overcome'.  We must learn from these letters and the ones which follow just 
how important this theme of 'overcoming' is for the Christian church and the individual Christian life.  'Overcoming' 
sin will lead to persecution and suffering and to apparent defeat.  But this defeat is only apparent for, in fact, those 
who 'overcome' are the ones who receive all of God's richest promises.  In the end they will 'overcome' not just the 
sin of this life but will come to the place where once and for all Yeshua has 'overcome' (or 'conquered') all that is 
evil. 
 
 
Focus on the Bible Commentary – Revelation: The Compassion and Protection of Christ. 

 


