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Envoys from Bavel 
Yesha’yahu 39:1-8 

 
In my last post, we learned about Hizkiyahu’s Poem in Yesha’yahu 38:9-22. In this post, we learn about 

Envoys from Bavel in Yesha’yahu 39:1-8. 

 
1 M’rodakh-Bal’adan the son of Bal’adan, king of Bavel, heard that Hizkiyahu had been ill and had 
recovered, so he sent a letter and a gift to him. 
 
Following the destruction of Ashur, Bavel emerges as the new world power. This is an important transition 
because it will be Bavel who will ultimately carry the Jews into captivity. M’rodakh-Bal’adan was king of 
Bavel, at this time a province of the Ashurim Empire. In 703 BCE, Sancheriv, to whom M’rodakh-
Bal’adan had been a constant irritant looking for opportunities to revolt, removed him. Even after his removal 
from Bavel, M’rodakh-Bal’adan went to Elam and continued to plot against Ashur until his death. The 
letters and a gift that he sent to Hizkiyahu were part of a strategy to get Hizkiyahu to join with him in a 
rebellious alliance. 
 

2 Hizkiyahu was pleased with the gifts and showed the messengers all of the building where he 
kept his treasures, including the silver, gold, spices and precious oils; also all of the building 
where he kept his armor; and everything in his treasury — there was nothing in his palace or in 
his entire domain that Hizkiyahu did not show them. 
 
Hizkiyahu responded positively to M’rodakh-Bal’adan, showing him the wealth of his kingdom as well as 
the strength of his armaments. What in the world was Hizkiyahu thinking? Even I know that was a pretty 
dumb thing to do. Let’s read on and learn just how tragic it proved to be. 
 
3 Then Yesha‘yahu the prophet came to King Hizkiyahu and asked him, “What did these men say? 
Where did they come from?” Hizkiyahu answered, “They came to me from a distant country, 
Bavel.” 4 Yesha‘yahu asked, “What have they seen in your palace?” “They have seen everything in 
my palace,” said Hizkiyahu. “There isn’t a thing among my treasures that I haven’t shown them.”  
 
In Luke 2:19,51, when Miryam, mother of Yeshua, was given revelation and insight, she treasured those 
things in her heart. If Adonai gives you treasured revelation, you don't need to spout it out to everyone 
immediately. If Adonai gives you insight and glorious truths, sometimes the wisest thing to do is to treasure 
them in your heart. 
 
5 Yesha‘yahu said to Hizkiyahu, “Hear what Adonai-Tzva’ot says: 6 ‘The day will come when 
everything in your palace, along with everything your ancestors stored up until today, will be 
carried off to Bavel. Nothing will be left,’ says Adonai. 7 ‘They will carry off some of your 
descendants, your own offspring; and they will be made eunuchs serving in the palace of the king 
of Bavel.”  
 
Adonai through the prophet Yesah’yahu expressed his great displeasure with Hizkiyahu. The king's actions 
demonstrated that he was trusting foreign nations like Bavel for his protection rather than Adonai. Adonai's 
punishment would take away the wealth that Hizkiyahu had been showing off to M’rodakh-Bal’adan. 
Another part of the punishment was that some of the king's descendants would be taken away and would 
become eunuchs in Bavel. Bavelim records indicate that a number of the Bavelim king's advisers were 
eunuchs. 
 
8 Hizkiyahu said to Yesha‘yahu, “The word of Adonai which you have just told me is good”; 
because he thought, “At least peace and truth will continue during my lifetime.” Isaiah 39:1-8 (CJB)  
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The announced punishment implied that it would happen in a future generation. Hizkiyahu's selfish relief 
does not speak well for him. The reference likely refers to the turbulent end of the Davidic dynasty in 
Y’hudah and specifically to the events surrounding the exile and removal of the last king, Tzidkiyahu (see 2 
Kings 25:7). 
 

In my next post, we begin to learn about Comfort for God’s People in Yesha’yahu 40:1-11. 
 


