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Hizkiyahu’s Illness 
Yesha’hayu 38:1-8 

 
In my last post, we concluded our mini-series of Yerushalayim’s Deliverance Foretold ~ Part 4 in 
Yesha’hayu 37:30-38. In this post, we learn of Hizkiyahu’s Illness in Yesha’yahu 38:1-8. 
 
This post is deliberately short as I did not want to break up Hizikiyahu’s Poem beginning in verse 9. 
 
“1 Around this time Hizkiyahu became ill to the point of death. Yesha‘yahu the prophet, the son of 
Amotz, came and said to him, “Here is what Adonai says: ‘Put your house in order, because you 
are going to die; you will not live.’” 2 Hizkiyahu turned his face toward the wall and prayed to 
Adonai: 3 “I plead with you, Adonai, remember now how I have lived before you truly and 
wholeheartedly, and how I have done what you see as good.” And he cried bitter tears.  
4 Then the word of Adonai came to Yesha‘yahu: 5 “Go and tell Hizkiyahu that this is what Adonai, 
the God of David, your ancestor, says: ‘I have heard your prayer and seen your tears; therefore I 
will add fifteen years to your life. 
 
Adonai heard the prayer of Hizkiyahu and increased his lifespan by 15 years. Hizkiyahu was the 
descendant of David, who had been promised a son on the throne in Yerushalayim forever. Hizkiyahu may 
not have had an heir at this time (his heir, Manasseh, was 12 years old when Hizkiyahu died; see 2 Kings 
21:1). This meant that if he died before the fifteen-year extension, the Davidic dynasty would come to an 
end.  
  
6 Also, I will rescue you and this city from the power of the king of Ashur; I will defend this city. 
 
The reference to the deliverance of the city from the king of Ashur may indicate that this episode took place 
during the Ashurim threat described in chapters 36-37. 
 

7 The sign for you from Adonai that Adonai will do what he said is 8 that I will cause the shadow of 
the sundial, which has started going down on the sundial of Achaz, to go backward ten 
intervals.’” So, the sun went back ten intervals of the distance it had already gone down.” ~ Isaiah 
38:1-8 (CJB)  
 
Hizkiyahu's sign brings to mind the sign offered to his father Achaz in chapter 7. While Achaz was not 
interested in receiving a sign, probably because he had other plans in mind, Hizkiyahu did not try to refuse 
the sign. Their contrasting responses reveal the difference between Achaz, who trusted in other nations, and 
Hizkiyahu, who believed in Adonai. 
 
The return of the sun's shadow on the sundial indicated a lengthening of the day that would be comparable 
to Adonai's lengthening of the life of Hizkiyahu. The parallel account in 2 Kings 20:9-11 indicates that 
Hizkiyahu was allowed to choose whether the shadow would go forward or back. Hizkiyahu chose the latter 
since he considered that the more difficult feat. 
 

In my next post, we begin to examine Hizkiyahu’s Poem in Yesha’yahu 38:9-22. 
 


