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The Helper of Isra’el ~ Part 2 
Yesha’yahu 41:16-29 

 

In my last post, we began to explore The Helper of Isra’el ~ Part 1 in Yesha’yahu 41:1-15. In this 

post, we conclude our exploration of The Helper of Isra’el ~ Part 2 in Yesha’yahu 41:16-29. 

 
In our last post, we stopped at verse 15 which said: “I will make you into a threshing-sledge, new, with 
sharp, pointed teeth, to thresh the mountains and crush them to dust, to reduce the hills to 
chaff.” ~ Isaiah 41:15 (CJB) 
 
16 As you fan them, the wind will carry them off, and the whirlwind will scatter them. Then you 
will rejoice in Adonai; you will glory in the Holy One of Isra’el. 
 
The process of winnowing was usually carried out on hilltops, where the wind carried away the chaff and 
allowed the grain to fall to the ground. The grain was tossed into the air with wooden shovels or fans. 
  
17 “The poor and needy look for water in vain; their tongues are parched with thirst. I, Adonai, 
will answer them. I, the God of Isra’el, will not leave them. 18 I will open up rivers on the barren 
hills and wells down in the broad valleys. I will turn the desert into a lake and dry ground into 
springs. 
 
The phrase the poor and the needy here refers to Adonai’s down-and-out people whom He has punished. 
But Adonai will restore them, turning their dry land into a watery paradise. 
 
In our travels through Isra’el in 2000, this is precisely what we see - a reclaiming of the desert. Adonai has 
undoubtedly given the Isra’el the ability to make a little water go a long way, for areas that were once dry 
and scorched are now beautiful and blossoming. 
 
19 I will plant the desert with cedars, acacias, myrtles, and olive trees; In the ‘Aravah, I will put 
cypresses together with elm trees and larches. 20 Then the people will see and know, together 
observe and understand that the hand of Adonai has done this, that the Holy One of Isra’el 
created it. 
 
When the Zionists began to move back to Isra’el, the land seemed to be either desert or swamp. So they 
immediately initiated a tree-planting program. They planted eucalyptus in the wetlands, which effectively 
drained the water. They planted pine trees in the rocky, desert areas, whose roots would break up the rocks 
and produce soil. In the last 100 years, over two-hundred-fifty million trees have been planted in Isra’el. 
 

21 “Present your case,” says Adonai, “Produce your arguments,” says Ya‘akov’s king. 
 
As in verse 1, Adonai used legal language as He challenged the nations and their idols. Ya‘akov’s king is 
none other than Adonai Himself. 
 

22 Bring out those idols! Have them foretell the future for us, tell us about past events, so that we 
can reflect on them and understand their consequences. Or tell us about events yet to come, 23 

state what will happen in the future, so that we can know you are gods. At least, do something, 
either good or bad - anything, to make us awestruck and fearful! 24 You can’t! - because you are 
less than nothing. Whoever chooses you is an abomination! 
 
The idols were ignorant of the future, demonstrating that they were not gods. Indeed, they were nothing. 
 
25 “I roused someone from the north, and he has come from the rising sun; he will call on my 
name. He will trample on rulers as if they were mud, like a potter treading clay.” 
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He is King Cyrus of Persia. He is said to be from the east (come from the rising sun) because his 
homeland was geographically east of Isra’el. On the other hand, he could, at the same time, be from the 
north because that was the direction from which he attacked Bavel. 
 
This prophecy is one of the most amazing in all of the Bible as we will learn in Chapter 45. 
 
26 Who said this at the start, so we could know, or foretold it, so we could say, “He’s right”? In 
fact, no one said it; no one foretold it - the fact is, nobody hears what you say. 27 I am the first to 
declare it to Tziyon, to send Yerushalayim a messenger with good news. 
 
While the idols were ignorant because they did not exist except as wood or stone, Adonai knew the future. 
Indeed He knew about this from the beginning. The coming of Cyrus was good news to Yerushalayim 
because his defeat of Bavel would mean that the exiles could come home. 
 
28 But when I look around, there is no one - not a single one can give counsel, who, when I ask, 
can give an answer. 29 Look at them all! What they do is nothing! Their idols are so much wind 
and waste. ~ Isaiah 41:16-29 (CJB) 
 
In other words, idols are capable of producing nothing more than hot air. Even that could only be attained by 
burning them. 
 

In my next post, we conclude our examination of The Servant of the Lord in Yesha’yahu 42:1-9. 
 


