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Kefa Asks Yeshua, “What Is in It for Us?” 
 

In my last post, we learned that Kefa asked Yeshua About Forgiveness. Continuing in our chronological 
journey of Kefa in this post, Kefa Asks Yeshua, “What Is in It for Us?” 
 
The teaching in this passage occurs after the raising of El’azar (Lazarus) as Yeshua, and the talmidim 
continue their journey to Yerushalayim for the final time together. This passage is also recorded in Mark 
10:28-31 and Luke 18:28-30.  
 
The following four verses are presented to set the context for Kefa’s question:  
 
23 Then Yeshua said to His talmidim, “Yes. I tell you that it will be very hard for a rich man to 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 24 Furthermore, I tell you that it is easier for a camel to pass 
through a needle’s eye than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God.” 25 When the talmidim 
heard this, they were utterly amazed. “Then who,” they asked, “can be saved?” 26 Yeshua looked 
at them and said, “Humanly, this is impossible; but with God, everything is possible.” 
 
There is a lot of meat in those four verses, but I will leave that for a later time. 
 
27 Kefa replied, “Look, we have left everything and followed you. So, what will we have?”  
 
"We've left everything to follow You," Kefa says. "What the rich young ruler (see Matt. 19:16) wasn't willing 
to do, we've done. How will our faithfulness be rewarded? What’s the payoff for our commitment to you?” 
 
Kefa was quick to see the contrast between the wealthy ruler and the poor disciples. Yeshua detected in 
Kefa's question the possibility of a wrong motive for service.  Yeshua gave them a marvelous promise of 
rewards in this life and the next. They would even have thrones when He established His kingdom. In other 
words, they were not making sacrifices - they were making investments. But not all of the dividends would be 
received in this life. 
 

28 Yeshua said to them, “Yes. I tell you that in the regenerated world when the Son of Man sits on 
his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones and judge the 
twelve tribes of Isra’el. 29 Everyone who has left houses, brothers, sisters, father, mother, 
children, or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times more, and he will obtain eternal life. 
 
"Regeneration" was a term used for the future renewal of the world in Greek circles and naturally applied to 
Jewish expectations of a new world order.  The Tanakh speaks of a regenerated world at Isaiah 1:25-2:5, 
11:1-16, 65:17; Jeremiah 23:3-8, 30:1-31:40; Micah 4:1-5:3; Zechariah 12:1-14:21; Psalms 2, 22, 89; Daniel 
7-12. That the twelve tribes would be restored was one of the standard Jewish beliefs about the end times.  
 
You... will also sit on twelve thrones and judge the twelve tribes of Isra’el. A vital verse confirming 
God's promises to national Isra’el, e.g., Isaiah 1:26, I will restore your judges as at first." This verse 
gives a rationale for choosing twelve emissaries (10:2-4) and maintaining that number.  
 
All Believers who genuinely identify with Yeshua and forsake worldly gain to obtain heavenly gain through 
serving Him will receive a hundred times more, and he will obtain eternal life.  
 
30 But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first. ~ Matthew 19:23-30 (CJB) 
 
Because of Kefa’s wrong motive, Yeshua added the warning that some who were first in their own eyes 
would be last in the judgment, and some who were last would be first. This truth was amplified in the 
Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard (see Mathew 20:1ff.) 
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In my next post, we continue our chronological journey of Kefa and learns the Lesson of the Withered Fig 
Tree. 
 
 


