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Kefa Learns the Lesson of the Withered Fig Tree 
 

In my last post, we learned that Kefa Asks Yeshua, "What Is in It for Us?" Continuing in our 
chronological journey of Kefa in this post, Kefa learns the Lesson of the Withered Fig Tree. 
 
The lesson is contained in passages from both Mathew and Mark. I have combined them, so we get a bigger 
picture of what Yeshua is teaching to the talmidim. The order is contained in the "Narrated Bible in 
Chronological Order" by F. LaGard Smith. The lesson was taught on Tuesday morning of Passion week as 
Yeshua and His talmidim were going to Yerushalayim from Beit-Anyah (Bethany). 
 
20 In the morning, as the talmidim passed by, they saw the fig tree withered all the way to its 
roots. 21 Kefa remembered and said to Yeshua, "Rabbi! Look! The fig tree that you cursed has 
dried up!" ~ Mark 11:20-21 (CJB) 
 
This fig tree that Yeshua had cursed the previous day (see Mark 11:12-14). In twenty-four hours, it had dried 
up from root to branch! Kefa was stunned. How could this have happened - and so quickly? The answer lies 
in Mark 11:22, which we will get to momentarily. 
 
This is the second time Mark recorded Kefa addressing Yeshua as Rabbi (see 9:5). By now, Kefa is serving 
as spokesperson for the talmidim (see Mark 8:29,32; 9:5; 10:28). 
 
Typically, by this time of year, fig trees near the Mount of Olives would have leaves, but only green fruit 
with an unpleasant taste appeared this early; edible figs appeared around early June. Often the green fruit 
would fall off so that only leaves remained. 
 
Considering Micah 5:7, the fruitless fig tree symbolized Yerushalayim's moral barrenness. The cursing of 
the tree forewarned of God's coming judgment against Jerusalem and its Temple. 
 
20 The talmidim saw this and were amazed. "How did the fig tree dry up so quickly?" they asked.  
21 Yeshua answered them, "Yes! I tell you, if you have trust and don't doubt, you will not only do 
what was done to this fig tree; but even if you say to this mountain, 'Go and throw yourself into 
the sea!' it will be done. 22 In other words, you will receive everything you ask for in prayer, no 
matter what it is, provided you have trust." ~ Matthew 21:20-22 (CJB 
 
Throwing a mountain into the sea was a figure of speech for doing what was virtually impossible. From 
where Yeshua and His talmidim are standing, the Dead Sea would probably have been visible; thus, 
Yeshua's illustration would have been vivid to His talmidim.  
 
Yeshua's talmidim overlooked the symbolic significance of Yeshua's miracle and focused on the power of 
His command. Although this mountain could be a reference to the Mount of Olives or the Temple Mount, 
it probably referred to God's power to do humanly impossible things in response to prayer (see 1Cor. 13:2). 
 
In contrast to the impotent, barren state of the fig tree, here, Yeshua speaks of the power of prayer and the 
potency of trust. 
 
22 He responded, "Have the kind of trust that comes from God! 
 
The answer to Kefa's earlier question above, according to Yeshua, boiled down to trust in God. The proper 
object of trust is God, not the Temple. 
 
 23 Yes! I tell you that whoever does not doubt in his heart but trusts that what he says will 
happen can say to this mountain, 'Go and throw yourself into the sea!' and it will be done for him. 
~ Mark 11:22-23 (CJB) 
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Some Jewish texts speak of "removing mountains" as an infinitely long or virtually impossible task, 
accomplished only by the most pious (later Rabbis applied it to mastering studies that appeared humanly 
impossible to master). 1 
 
Yeshua's saying on trust and impossibilities began with His solemn formula, Yes! I tell you. He gave a 
negative condition (does not doubt in his heart) and a positive condition (but trusts) for the fulfillment of 
this promise (cp. James 1:6). 
 
How do we satisfy the hunger of our Lord? How do we keep the hidden part of our life from becoming dry? 
The root of the answer is trust. 
 
In my next post, we continue our chronological journey of Kefa and learns about the Destruction of the 
Temple. 
 
 

 
1 Bible Background Commentary - New Testament. 


