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Y’hudah (Jude) 
 

Judgment of False Teachers ~ Part 2 
 
In my last post, we began to explore the Judgment of False Teachers ~ Part 1. This post will continue to 
explore the Judgment of False Teachers ~ Part 2. 
 
Scripture instructs us to obey the legitimate authorities appointed over us. But false teachers reject 
authority. In this case, they were accountable to no one but themselves. 
 
8 Likewise, these people, with their visions, defile their own flesh, despise godly authority, and 
insult angelic beings. 9 When Mikha’el, one of the ruling angels, took issue with the Adversary, 
arguing over the body of Moshe, he did not dare bring against him an insulting charge but said, 
“May Adonai rebuke you.” 
 
Mikha’el is one of two archangels mentioned in the Bible (the other is Gabriel; see Dan 8:16; 9:21; Luke 
1:19; Rev 12:7). Others, such as Raphael and Phanuel, are mentioned in early Jewish texts (see 1 Enoch 40:9; 
71:8–9). Daniel 12:1 portrays Mikha’el as a special guardian to Israel. 
 
These people refer to the false teachers we encounter in my last post. Although modern Jewish popular 
ideology holds that angels are a Christian invention reflecting a departure from pure monotheism, the 
Tanakh speaks of them often, and post-Tanakh Judaism developed an intricate angelology that helps explain 
this verse. Moreover, the tantalizing brevity of the Tanakh’s account of Moshe’s death and the fact that he 
was buried in the valley across from Beit-P’or in the land of Mo’av, but to this day, no one knows 
where his grave is. ~ Deuteronomy 34:6). 
 
Here Y’hudah reportedly alludes to a story included in the Testament of Moshe, a Jewish writing from the 
beginning of the first century CE. However, some portions of it have survived; the relevant ones have not. 
However, elements of the legend are found elsewhere. Mikha’el, who, based on Daniel 10:13, 21; 12:1, is 
regarded in Jewish tradition as Israel’s defender and HaSatan’s opponent.  
 
Instead, in keeping with the warning, Adonai says, ‘Vengeance is my responsibility; I will repay’ (Rom. 
12:19); Mikha’el said only, May Adonai rebuke you, echoing God’s rebuke of HaSatan (Zechariah 3:1–2).  
 
10 However, these people insult anything they don’t understand; and what they do understand 
naturally, without thinking, like animals - by these things they are destroyed! 11 Woe to them, in 
that they have walked the road of Kayin (Cain), they have given themselves over for money to the 
error of Bil’am, they have been destroyed in the rebellion of Korach. 
 
The road of Kayin took him out from the presence of Adonai (Genesis 4:16) because he refused to 
accept God’s advice and did not take advantage of any of the five or six opportunities God gave him to repent 
(Genesis 4:1–16). Kayin’s road led him to murder his brother Hevel, but murder was not the road itself. 
 
They have given themselves over for money to the error of Bil‛am (Balaam). Numbers 16 reports the 
rebellion of Korach (Korah) against God’s appointed leader Moshe as a significant threat to the community 
of Isra’el, eliminated only when God had the earth swallow up Korach and his 250 co-conspirators. Because 
the false prophets and teachers similarly wish to take on themselves the authority in the Body of the 
Messiah which God has given to others, Y’hudah says they have been destroyed.  
 
12 These men are filthy spots at your festive gatherings meant to foster love; they share your 
meals without a qualm while caring only for themselves. They are waterless clouds carried along 
by the winds; trees without fruit even in autumn, and doubly dead because they have been 
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uprooted; 13 savage sea-waves heaving forth their shameful deeds like foam; wandering stars for 
whom the blackest darkness has been reserved forever. 
 
In Jewish culture, meals have always been festive gatherings meant to foster love; among Believers in 
Yeshua, this is seen in Acts 2:42 and 1 Cor 11:21.  
 
Waterless clouds carried along by the winds may be an allusion to Proverbs 25:14, Like clouds 
and wind that bring no rain, he who boasts of gifts he never gives. 
 
14 Moreover, Hanokh (Enoch), in the seventh generation starting with Adam, also prophesied 
about these men, saying, “Look! Adonai came with his myriads of holy ones 15 to execute 
judgment against everyone, that is, to convict all the godless for their godless deeds which they 
have done in such a godless way, and for all the harsh words these godless sinners have spoken 
against him.” 
 
Y’hudah quotes 1 Enoch 1:9. 1 Enoch, a compilation of writings by several authors who lived in the last two 
centuries BCE., is one of the Pseudepigrapha, Jewish books attributed to famous biblical figures, such as 
Hanokh (Genesis 5:18–24), in the seventh generation starting with Adam (Genesis 5:1). Such 
attribution was not deceptive but either honorific or a means of identifying the message of the actual author 
with the character and activity of the supposed one; compare the writer of a historical novel or documentary 
who puts words in the mouth of George Washington. Y’hudah’s quoting a non-canonical book does not 
make 1 Enoch inspired Scripture, nor does it disqualify Y’hudah’s letter. Sha’ul quoted pagan authors at 
Acts 17:28–29 and Titus 1:12, and no one supposes that their works should be included in Holy Writ or 
Sha’ul’s excluded. 1 
 
16 These people are grumblers and complainers; they follow their evil passions, their mouths 
speak grandiosities, and they flatter others to gain an advantage. 17 But you, dear friends, keep in 
mind the words spoken in advance by the emissaries of our Lord Yeshua the Messiah. 18 They told 
you, “During the acharit-hayamim (end times), there will be scoffers following their own godless 
passions.” ~ Jude 1:8-18 (CJB) 
 
The majority of scholars hold that Second Kefa is an expansion of Y’hudah’s letter. Still, these verses 
suggest that Y’hudah drew on Second Kefa since Y’hudah not only excludes himself from the emissaries 
of our Lord Yeshua the Messiah but in reciting what they told you, he seems to be quoting 2 Kefa 3:3. A 
third possibility is that both books partly depend on a common source. 
 
In my next post, we will conclude our exploration of Y’hudah by looking at his Call to Persevere and His 
Blessing. 

 
1 Jewish New Testament Commentary. 


