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Creeds of the Kehillah ~ Part 37 
 

The Nicene Creed ~ Part 23 
 

In our last post, we continued to explore the Nicene Creed. In this post, we continue to dig into the third 
article of faith, keeping with the phrase He has spoken through the Prophets in the Nicene Creed.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

HE HAS SPOKEN THROUGH THE PROPHETS 

 
In 2 Kefa 1:21, we read, for never has a prophecy come as a result of human willing - on the 
contrary, people moved by the Ruach HaKodesh spoke a message from God. From the earliest days 
of the kehillah, the Ruach has been known as the one who spoke through the prophets and writings of the 
Tanakh. The Ruach is the giver of revelation. Yeshua refers to David as one inspired by the Ruach, as 
does Kefa. Elizabeth, Simeon, and Zechariah were all filled with the Ruach when they spoke the words 
recorded in the Gospels. Yeshua, quoting Isaiah, spoke of the Ruach being on Him and anointing Him to 
preach good news to the poor. He also told the emissaries that when they would be called to speak, it would 
not be they who speak but the Ruach that He would give to them. Shavuot (Pentecost) and the subsequent 
life of the kehillah testified to the fulfillment of the prophecy in Yo’el that the Ruach would descend on the 
kehillah enlivening it and its message. Sha’ul speaks in his first letter to the Corinthians of his preaching, 
and words have come from the Ruach. Kefa refers to Sha’ul’s writings as difficult to understand and 
sometimes being twisted out of context, as also happens to the other Scriptures, no doubt including 
Sha’ul’s writings in what was considered the Scriptures. Here, as well as in what Sha’ul has to say about 
those who spoke in tongues, we begin to get a picture of the kehillah and its leaders struggling to get a 
handle on which prophecies and writings were to be understood as authoritative since some claimed the 
Ruach. Still, neither their words nor their actions were enlightening for the kehillah. Not everyone who 
claimed inspiration was necessarily received by the kehillah. A sifting process began by which the kehillah 
decided what was normative for the kehillah’s faith and life. 
 
The challenges of Gnosticism and the teaching of such heretics as Marcion made it all the more important 
to confess that the Ruach by whom Yeshua was conceived and who was operative in the ministry of Yeshua 
and the Gospel message was the same Ruach who acted in the Tanakh. Messianic writers from very early 
on, however, emphasized the normative role of the Ruach and the rule of faith in revelation. At times, the 
Ruach made itself known in extraordinary ways, such as speaking in tongues as the apostles did at Shavuot. 
The kehillah, such as the one in Corinth, continued to utilize. These tongues and other signs were viewed as 
a witness to unbelievers, and they continued as long as there was a need for them in the kehillah. After a 
time, however, most, although not all, early Messianic writers believed this gift slowly ceased to exist. (I 
happen to be in the group that does not believe that speaking in tongues has ceased as a gift of the Ruach.) 
But the work of the Ruach continued and continues to live and work in the life of the kehillah.1  

 
In my next post, we continue to dig into the third article of the Nicene Creed: We Believe in The Holy Spirt. 

 
1 Elowsky, J. C., & Oden, T. C. (Eds.). (2009). We Believe in the Holy Spirit (Vol. 4, pp 266–267).  
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